ADVISORY COMMISSION ON YOUTH (ACOY)

November 28, 2011
MEETING NOTES

ATTENDEES:  Kendra Austin, Mark Bland, Dave Carver, Mike Chapman (joined the meeting at 7:40pm), Mike Chiosi, Kristin Garrett, Jeffrey Goldman, Carol Kost, Anne Lewis, Jen Lofquist, Mike Morgan, Kevin Turner 
CALL TO ORDER: Kevin Turner, Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None. 
ACTION ITEMS:  The meeting minutes from the September 26 and October 24 meetings were tabled for approval due to a lack of a quorum.
INFORMATION ITEMS: 
2011/2012 StepUp Planning: Mike Morgan reported that ACOY, Loudoun Youth Initiative, Youth Advisory Committee (YAC), Loudoun Youth, Inc., Loudoun County Public Schools and the Parks, Recreation and Community Services are working together on the plans. Nine entries have been received for the competition. Dave Carver noted that an entry may come from the Juvenile Detention Center (JDC).  Important dates for the event are located at www.stepuploudoun.org/ ImportantDates.htm. Kristin Garrett has been busy promoting the events at the schools and via a video which can be found on YouTube and the StepUp website. Mike sated that grant money may be available from the Piedmont Community Foundation’s Forward Turn.
Leadership & Development: Mike stated that plans for the 2012 Leadership Loudoun Youth program (www. www.leadershiploudounyouth.org) are underway for the week of July 16 and for a possible second week in August. Applications for grant funding have been processed.  Funding has been received from Verizon’s Awareness of Dating grant.  

Nominating Committee: Kevin discussed the ACOY nomination process and reaching out to the new Board regarding appointments for 2012. Kevin will give each member the presentation which was completed last year. Jen Lofquist offered to post the vacancies. Dave reminded committee members that resumes for community representatives should be sent to the Board’s office c/o Rosey Rai. 
Carol Kost informed the committee that the Loudoun Chamber of Commerce is hosting a legislative reception on November 30 from 5:30pm – 7:30pm at the National Conference Center. The event will provide networking opportunities with local and state elected officials including the newly elected officials. Fees are $20/non-profit members, $30/business members and $45/guests. Loudoun Youth, Inc. may have an additional fee opening for another non-profit member attending the event.

Chair’s Report: Kevin discussed reaching out to the new Board regarding committee vacancies and support for youth programs. He also reviewed ACOY’s accomplishments and ongoing efforts to keep pushing youth programs.
REPORTS:
Youth Advisory Council (YAC): Rock the Runway (www.rocktherunway.org), scheduled for Saturday, December 3, at 1:00pm, will be held at the Executive Center (Toll Brothers Office Building) in Ashburn. Leigh Macdonald of Nice Shoes, No Drama is the guest emcee.   Carol Kost stated that door prizes are needed.
YouthFest plans are ongoing. The event will be held on June 16 at Brambleton.
Kristin Garrett distributed a flyer entitled “A Call to Action for Local Students” (attached). Registration for Step Up Loudoun’s competition began on November 1. 
Loudoun Youth, Inc.:  Carol Kost stated that anyone associated with ACOY are welcomed to join their board.
Schools:  Anne Lewis provided the following school statistics:

· Enrollment at the end of September was 65,668. This is an increase of 3,000+ students from last September.

· 7,345 students are new to Loudoun County

· Graduation rate was 95.3% (this is 5th highest rate in the Commonwealth). Fairfax School’s graduation rate was 91.5%
· Dropout rate was exceptionally low at .40%

When students miss five school days, attendance officers escalate the situation to the parents and appropriate school authorities.
Briar Patch Park: Jen Lofquist stated that Briar Patch Park was renamed to honor Gwendolyn Thompson. Ms. Thompson, who died in September, was an educator and civic supporter. She raised funds to create a safe play environment for children and for the planting of trees and flowers. The park is located at 21660 Sterling Boulevard, Sterling.
Sheriff’s Department:   Mike Chapman, newly elected Sheriff, received congratulations on his new position from the committee. Mike stated he was looking forward to working with the group and ensured them they had his support.
Approval of Meeting Minutes:   Mike Chapman joined the committee at 7:40pm. The committee then voted on the meeting minutes for October 24th and September 26th.

Jeffrey Goldman made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of October 24 as amended. Jen Lofquist seconded the minutes. The minutes were approved unanimously.

Jen Lofquist made a motion to approve the meeting minutes of September 26. Jeffrey Goldman seconded the motion. The meeting minutes were approved unanimously.
Meeting adjourned.
Next Meeting:   
The next meeting will be held on Monday, December 19th at 7:00pm in the Leesburg Conference Room. 
Please confirm your attendance with Eileen by 12 noon on December 15th (Thursday).
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